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New Order of Service Calls for Increased Use of “FY/I”
In conjunction with our new Sunday order of service coversand slightly
different format, we want to encourage more use of the FY| feature,
by having as many announcements written down as possible, as op-
posed to being read from the pul pit. We hope more people will remem-
ber the announcement if they can refer to it again later by readingitin
the order of service.

Also, of course, the OoS can be hand-carried to those who missed
the Celebration of Life on any given Sunday, where the announce-
ments can be read by them, too. If you have an announcement you
want printed in FY, please get it to Bryan in the office no later than
noonish on Thursdays. Either call him at 585-5110, e-mail him at
office@firstulou.org, fax him at 587-8446, or drop it by.

Coffee Pourers Needed
We need volunteers to serve coffee each Sunday after church in the
Socia Hall for the 2004-2005 church year (2 persons each Sunday). I
you are a new member, thisis agreat way to learn about the members
and inner workings of First Unitarian Church. If you can take aregular
Sunday or any Sunday, please call John Payne at XXX-XXxX or e-mail
at paynjh@netscape.net.

Cookies to Extend Conversations.

Asyou know First Unitarian is hosting a Forum on the Kentucky Mar-
riage Amendment. The Planning Group for this event would like the
conversationsto continue after the Forum, and we all know a cookie or
piece of fruit often hel ps conversationsto continue. We are expecting a
crowd so we are asking donations of cookies or fruit from the congre-
gation. The Forumis on Sunday, October 17, 2004 at 3:00 p.m.. Please
bring your cookies or fruit on Sunday morning before the Service or
just before the Forum. Thank you so much.

“Love is the spirit of this church...”



Notes from Norm

aveyou been aconscientious dental flosser

ince your childhood? Well you can add
flossing to along list of other thingsthat | have
not donereligioudy inthis lifetime. Thisin spite
of all of those well-intended people who have
told methat | “should floss.” Infairness, | have
not been acompleteflossing slacker but accord-
ing to various dentists over the past 15-20 years,
| certainly didn’t start doing it soon enough and
definitely haven't doneit often enough.

Deep inside of methereisapart of my core
being that knows that when | don’'t do what |
“should do” there will eventually be a price to
pay. Well inthe case | am about totell you about
my whatever you call that voice from my center
was dead on... there was a price to pay abeit
not quite what | thought.

Since coming to Louisvilletwo yearsago |
have been seeing a dentist with some regularity
[operativeword issome]. | likethisdentist. One
of our membersworksfor him and she enhances
my trust level for these people (i.e. dentists)
whom | must admit | have somedifficulty trust-
ing. So when my dentist suggested that | might
want to see a periodontist | listened to his ad-
vice. She gave me the names of two whom he
thought were good.

Randomly | picked one of them and made
an appointment. My first visit was last week.
As soon as | walked into the office | begun to
feel uneasy. It wasn’t however for the normal
reasonsthat onejustifiably might feel apprehen-
sive when they go to any dental professional.

What made me feel uncomfortable was the
evangelical zeal with which the small waiting
room had been decorated. In your face when
you went up to the receptionist were directories
of local business people who identified with a
particular faith. In another corner of the room
next to where | had to sit were still more direc-

tories — these carried the implied endorsement
of avery large church in the title on its cover.
There were Bibles, religioustracts and contem-
porary Christian music coming through the
speakers everywhere.

| was glad to have a copy of the latest UU
World with mefor what somehow felt like some
minimal protection. As| sat in the dental chair
being prepped for the doctor, the page was open
to some letters about “ Same Sex Marriage.” |
assumed that if anyone noticed the heading they
might think that | went to some “fake devil
church” or something like that. Needlessto say
| was feeling threatened and rather uncomfort-
ableand | hadn’t even opened my mouth for the
dentist.

About that time | came across another let-
ter in the UU World that seemed to be speaking
directly to me. It wasfrom a Greta Sproul, from
Maine. Paraphrasing William James she said,
“One cannot boast that one has truly evolved
into amore spiritually enlightened state until the
rituals and beliefs of other religions no longer
incite anger or resentment.

“There was atime when | shared that inse-
curity,” she wrote. ...”and then | joined a Uni-
tarian congregation. ...I [now] believe there is
something in almost every religion that benefits
the human state. It is simply amatter of finding
what works best for you and taking seriously
theresponsibility of the spiritual work involved.”

Asagenerad rule, | don't believe that “it's
al about me.” But thistime maybe it was.

Welcome back to anew church year. In the
coming year, may we each morefully and faith-
fully engage with one another and the interest-
ing times in which we find ourselves, our con-
gregation, our country and our planet.

Blessed be,
C I P



Church Matters

Chalice Night Resumes
fromJoAnn Dale

Our regular Wednesday night programming and
activities began its third year on September 15.
From 5:30 until 6:15, atasty meal prepared by
Tiffany Taylor isavailablefor purchase ($4.00
or $2.00 small portion). At 6:30, we gather inthe
sanctuary for a short centering service. From
7:00 to 8:30, we disburse to a variety of pro-
grams and activities for adults and children. All
are welcome.

N.B. If you are not attending the service,
please volunteer to help clean up and wash dishes
so we do not have to use landfill fodder. See
Glenn Ellison for further details.

September 22

DINNER: Black bean burritos, Spanish rice,
Chips & salsa, and Banana pudding

SERVICE: “Mabon” Ken Shepherd and Beth
Frey

PROGRAMS:

*  Buddhism (Video Course)

* CUUPs Mabon Ritual

* Let'sCook! (for kids) -- Refrigerator pick-
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les, chocolate chip cookies (T. Taylor)

* Chess Coach (J. Klueber)

e “ARE" Edgar Cayce Group (J. Harmer)
*  “Modern Religious Thought” -- discussion
of essays (N.Sewart)

September 29

DINNER: Chicken and dumplings or veggies
and dumplings, Corn, Green beans, Cucumber
salad, Frosted sugar cookies (T. Taylor)
SERVICE: “Putting it All Together” M arti
McDaniel

PROGRAMS:

*  Buddhism (Video Course)

* Fun Films: The Early Years -- Mae West

e “ARE” Cayce Group

e SOLD! Auction Memories and Ideas (T.
Taylor)

e How to Talk About “The Amendment”--
Guest spesker Rus Funk

Brownbaggers
from Jessand Natalie Schreiber

We are lucky! Helen Longley, one of our
members and long-time history teacher will
speak on “History of Arabsand their Religion.”
How timely! Bring your lunchtoour library at noon
on September 20. Those of us who have heard
Helen speak know that we are in for atreat.

Please be on time because we want to dis-
cuss and gain approval for future programs.

Many Thanks!
A hearty “thank you” goes out to al of the
wonderful people who came to church on
clean up Sunday, August 29, and stayed to
clean. This has been a repeating event and
athough the attendance was rather low, alot
was accomplished.

Next Seepletalk deadline: Friday, September 24 @ 12 noon (covers Oct. 3 - 16) 3



s we begin our new church year, there'sa

lot happening in our Religious Education pro-
grams. Now that we've had our annual multi-
generational Ingathering Celebration of Life,
regular R.E. classes for children and youth re-
sume on September 19. Ages will be grouped a
little differently thisyear.
* Preschoolers (ages 2 ¥2 and older) will
follow the* Celebrating Me and My World” cur-
riculum, with teachersK athy Kremer and Rose
Stevens.
e Kindergartnersand first grader swill meet
together for “ StoriesAbout God” led by Sparrow
Cuthbert-Waltersand Mary Griffin.
* Second and third graders will examine
guestions that all religions ask and learn more
about what it means to be a UU with “A Step-
ping Stone Year, " with teachers Rosemary
Bauman and Bob Brown.
* Fourth and fifth graderswill study thelife
and teachings of Jesus from UU perspective
following “ A Kingdom of Equals: Jesus' Radi-
cal Path to Truth and Justice.” Robin
Grossman and Suzanne Meeks will teach.
* Middle Schoolers (6th — 8th grades) will
continue to explore and discover their own ver-
sions of Unitarian Universalism with danielle
roger s-candee and Phil Candee leading “ Tra-
ditionswithaWink.”
* Senior High students, led by Johanna
M ehring and SusanneTur ner, will explore cre-
ativity, itsmany forms, and itsrelationshipto re-
ligionin*“Youthe Creator.”

In addition, thisyear we will offer the Our
WholeLivessexuality education coursefor 7th
and 8th Graders in partnership with Thomas
Jefferson Unitarian Church. Course leaders
from First Unitarian are Seana Golder, Tom
Barron, and Kyle Ellison.

4

In meeting with our religious education
teachers and other volunteers over the past sev-
eral weeks, | can’t help but rejoice in the good
fortune of First U’schildren, youth, and families
for having so many talented and dedicated adults
serving as mentorsand role model sto our young
UUs. To help our year get off to a smooth start,
here are a few things parents can do:

v’ Bring snacks! Please bring bottles of real
juice and boxed snack items (no nutst!!!) for
use in classrooms.

v Remember that all parents/guardiansarere-
quired to complete R.E. registration forms each
year. In addition, thisyear all parentsand volun-
teers are required to read the new Child and
Youth Protection Policy and to sign an agree-
ment to the Code of Conduct. Forms will be
available on Sunday mornings at the Greeters
Table through September. Your help and coop-
eration with completing these items are greatly
appreciated.

I’m looking forward to another grest year to-
gether. If you' re new to First Unitarian Church, or
if you' dliketo know moreabout our religiousedu-
cation programs, | hopeyou' |l cometalk with me.

Peace,

Lisa

Support First U Sr. High in AIDS Walk
Let aSr. High Youth represent you onthe AIDS
Walk on Sept. 26. Our Sr. High Youth group will
be walking to support AIDS programs in
Kentuckiana. You can support them by pledging
a walker. Adults and youth will be taking
pledges during coffee hour for the next sev-
eral weeks. All you need to do is to donate
money to a Sr. High youth and their feet will do
your walking to support this cause.



R.E. Announcements S.MAR.T.

®» Bring snacks! (See REviews article.)

®» September 19, 6:00 — 8:30--Plan to attend
our annual Youth /Adult Potluck to celebrateand
kick off a new year of Youth Group activities.
All 6th — 12th graders, their parents, and inter-
ested others, please come and bring a dish to
share. Elections to the Youth Adult Committee
(YAC) will take place at this event.

®» September 25--First meeting of the 7th/8th
Grade OWL class, 4:00 —9:00 p.m. at Thomas
Jefferson Unitarian. Class sessionsarefollowed
by an overnight. Pre-registration required.

®» September 26--During the Celebration of
Life, membersof the congregation will havethe
opportunity to honor our Coming of Age gradu-
ates Linda xxx, Erin xxxxx, and Greg
XXXXXX.

®» September 28--R.E. Committee meeting,
6:30 — 8:30 in the Open Classroom. Note that
this committee will now meet on the 4th Tues-
day of each month. Visitorsare alwayswel come.

Lisa Willner
Religious Education Director

Telephone
(502) 585-5110 (Office)
E-mail
dre@firstulou.org
Office Hours
Monday 11 -3
Tuesday 12 - evening
Wednesday 11 - 3
Additional times available by appointment.

Friday is Lisa’s day off.

&
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Sunday Morning
Adult Round Table

Church Library
Sharing at 9:30am
Program - 9:40 until 10:45am

e September 19 -- “UU Catechism: What
Do UUs Believe About God?’ Frank Slesnick
will lead adiscussion fromthisUUA curriculum.
*  September 26 -- “It TakesaVillage.” What
goesonin children’sreligious education classes
at First Unitarian Church? What doesit haveto
do with therest of us?Lisa Willner and Carol
Uebelhoer will facilitate.

e October 3 -- “UU Catechism.” Frank
Slesnick will lead a discussion of another reli-
gioustopic from the UU curriculum.

Curricula meeting September 28, 6:30pm.
For questions, comments, topic requests, or to
offer a program, email the Curricula Team at
smart@firstulou.org, or call LisaWillner at 585-
5110.

VLY NV VYN VLY Y

Youth Group Potluck Dinner!
Bring somefood and eat with us Sept.19 at 6pm
for our annual Youth Group Kickoff. Meet the
advisorsfor each group, ask your questions, hear
about the CY PP, talk about thisyear’s goalsfor
Y G, and select YAC members (the Youth-Adult
Committee meets every month to coordinate
youth group activities).

Note -- to be respectful of your time, we'll not
haveY G that afternoon, and we should be going
home by 8:45. Everyone iswelcome.

Next Seepletalk deadline: Friday, September 24 @ 12 noon (covers Oct. 3 - 16) 5



Shared Ministry

Shared Ministry news you can use...

Do you know what all Shared Ministry Commit-
tee doesthese days? We run the gamut of greet-
ing visitorsto assisting peoplein becoming mem-
bers, from introducing new folksto peoplewith
whom they may share a common interest to
connecting them with avolunteer opportunity in
thechurch. If youwould liketo know more about
what we're up to, stay tuned for upcoming news-
letter articlesthat will highlight different projects
we are working on.

In the meantime, do you want to be more
activein our church community? Have you won-
dered what it would be like to develop a Cel-
ebration of Life service or explore an area of
social concern? You can do these things as a
member of one of our church committees. Or,
perhaps you are interested in fostering the so-
cial eventsin our church or in shaping the reli-
giouseducation program for our youth or adults.
So many possibilities available to you! Shared
Ministry committee is looking for members or

friendswho arelooking for waysto enrich their
spiritual connectionto First U by participatingin
the organizational life of our church. Thislevel
of participation can add immeasurably to your reli-
gious experiencein aresponsible and caring way.

Some of the committee openings available
right now are **Public and Denominational
Relations**Activities** Church Council.
Another specific need in our churchisfor some-
oneto sharetheir organizational skillsto coordi-
nate childcare providers for church events.

These are but afew of the waysto get more
involved in thischurch community. It only takes
aquick call totalk to meat the church office or
an email to sharedministry @firstulou.org to get
the ball rolling. You can also contact any mem-
ber of the Shared Ministry Committee or either
of the chairs: Kathy Thackeray and Kathy
Drehmel. All of these folks are good people to
talk with about your interests, skills, and readi-
nessfor involvement.

Barbara

Did You Know??

Did you know that the Sunday services are
recorded each week? The faithful folksin
the Sound Booth make a cassette recording
of the service every Sunday. The cassettes
are stored in large, black binders in the
church library. If you'd like to hear that
wonderful sermon or choir anthem again or
make a copy for a home-bound friend, you
can borrow the tape by signing it out in the
green spiral notebook. Our tape archive goes
back several years. Check it out!

BarbaraKearley

Shared Ministry Coordinator

Office hours:
M, T,W,F 9-2
Other hours by appointment

502-585-5110

sharedministry @firstulou.org
or
shared_ministry@bellsouth.net




News and Notes

Thanks to PRP Volunteers
A big “THANK YOU"” to all of the volunteers
for the Public Radio Partnership’s Fall Fund
Drive. On September 12, 17 First Unitarian vol-
unteers brought in much needed donations for
the public radio stations. Mark your calendars
now for the 2005 spring fund drive!

On Chalice Night, Wednesday, Septem-
ber 15, 7 p.m. the discussion group Femi-
nism for Men and Women will conduct
a roundtable discussion of the question
“Why the Democratic Party Convention
Platform omitted the long-standing inclu-
sion of the Equal Rights Amendment
(ERA).” Moderator: Allie Hixson, Coor-
dinator: Kathy Kremer.

Share Your UU World
Remember, if you are finished with your UU
World magazine - don't toss it in the recycling
bin just yet; bring it to church and put it in the
blue box under the table near the steps in the
foyer of the Library Lane entrance. The Shared
Ministry Committeewill sharethese UU Worlds
with new folks interested in Unitarian Univer-
salism. Thank you!

Monthly Tour of First Unitarian
If youarenew to First U or just wondered about
our beautiful building, the Shared Ministry Com-
mittee of First U invites you to a Tour of First
Unitarian after the Sunday Service this Sunday,
September 19, at 12:15 p.m. We will meet at in
the Sanctuary. Your guide will sport asunflower
near his’her name tag. The tour will take about
ahalf hour to forty minutes and will be held on
each third Sunday of every month except July.

UU Women Invited to Tea

All UU women, friends, membersand interested
women are invited to attend the UU Women'’s
Tea on Saturday, September 25, 4:00 p.m. at
First Unitarian. Enjoy some light refreshments,
good company and, of course, tea. Any ques-
tions or to RSVP attendance and/or childcare
please call Kathy Thackeray, XxX-xxxx, or
email margituu@yahoo.com.

Heartland Fall Training Institute
TheHeartland Digtrict isofferingitsFall Train-
ing Institutein Louisville on Oct 15-16. A vari-
ety of programs is offered. For more informa-
tion, see http://www.heartlanduu.org/.

UU Informational Gathering

So you are new here at First Unitarian. You are
interested in finding our more about Unitarian
Universalism, or wish to know more about life
at First Unitarian. Sunday, September 26,
2004, at 12:15 p.m. the Shared Ministry Com-
mittee will lead an Informational Gathering. So
bring your questions and gather with usin the
Library at First U. Some light refreshmentswil
be available. If you have any questions please
contact K athy Thacker ay, XXx-Xxxx, or e-mail
margituu@yahoo.com.

The Unitarian Universalist Society of
Martha'sVineyard M assachusettsis pleased
to announceits 4th annual Birding B and B Co-
lumbus Day weekend. Friday October 8 to Sun-
day October 10. An al inclusive weekend is
planned. The fee for this vacation weekend is
$250 per person. Come see the Vineyard at this
most beautiful time of year. For more informa-
tion and a reservation see the church website
http://www.uusmv.info.

Next Seepletalk deadline: Friday, September 24 @ 12 noon (covers Oct. 3 - 16) 7



Social Responsibility

from|sabel Silverman and Tish M oore

B Gather your contributors-contributions and
beready to walk acrossthe bridge--young people
and adults! AIDS Walk is 9/26 (registration
1:00 p.m.; walk beginsat 3 p.m. fromthe Belve-
dere). Hunger Walk iscombining Crop Walk
this year on 10/10/04. Many times walkers
have been able to get contributions at coffee
hour---go for it!

B Youall remember thetragic, racial incident
that occurred in Jasper, Texas a few years ago.
A man was dragged behind a pick-up truck for
severa miles, killing himandigniting racial ten-
sion in that small community. A film has been
made of this crime, and we are fortunate to of-
fer ashowing of it in our church on Thur sday,
October 14, at 7:00. Mark your calendar for
that event. More on thislater.

B Did you know that a dozen members of
First U “donated” almost 7,000 extra dol-
larstothischurch thelast few years? We did it
by going to the grocery and buying food with a
Kroger Gift Card. If we would' ve had two
dozen of ususing these cards, it would’ ve been
$14,000!

As a congregation, we need to cash in on
this free money. | (Tish Moore) will be selling
Kroger Gift Cardsfor $25. Along with the card,
I will giveyou asimple, written explanation on
how to “reload” your card so that you can use it
repeatedly. For every dollar you spend, the
churchwill receive5 cents. Folks, it ALLADDS
UP! If you don't shop at Kroger's, tell mewhere
you DO shop and I'll investigate how First U
can benefit fromit.

B The NO ON THE AMENDMENT
CAMPAIGN - the campaign to defeat the state
constitutional amendment on marriage - needs
office equipment and suppliesfor their new cam-
paign office at 2858 Frankfort Avenue.

They need:

* Tables- preferably banquet tables, but any-
thing that would suffice as a conference table
or desk would befine.

* Chairs-folding, stackable, swivel, or even
living room chairs--to be used for training, at
desks, and in alounge areawhere campaign vol-
unteers can relax.

* Supplies - pens, copier paper, legal pads,
phones, you nameit -- they could use“ care pack-
ages’ on aregular basis.

All donationsaremuch appreciated, astheless
they haveto purchase, themorethey haveto spend
on other important areas of the campaign.

For more information about volunteer op-
portunities, call 502-893-1330 or contact
Kathleen@N OamendmentK'Y.com.

VLY NTNLY MY Y R VY

Thank you to the great folks who prepared | ast
month’s newsletter for mailing: Scott Borden,
Claudia Runge, Charlie Mitchell, Gert
Merklein, |sabel Silverman, Carol Uebehoer,
Tish Moore, and Jasmine Walston. If you
would liketo join theteam on occasion or every
time, we would love to have you! The folding
crew meetsin the library on alternate Tuesdays
from about 9:30-11. Call the church office to
confirm upcoming dates.




Calendar: September 19 - October 2

September

19 Sunday

RE Fall semester begins

10:55am Celebration of Life

12:15pm Board Forum

12:15pm  Church Building Tour after service
4:00pm  Drum Circle rehearsal, choir room
6:00pm  Youth-Adult Potluck

20 Monday

12:00pm Brownbaggers meeting, library

6:30pm  Social ResponsibilityComm, parlor
7:00pm  Shared Ministry Comm, library

21 Tuesday

7:00pm  Board meeting, library

22 Wednesday

Chalice Night

7:00pm  CUUPs-Mabon/Fall Equinox-Courtyard
24 Friday

12:00pm Steepletalk Deadline

Just among ourselves...

Ralph M osswasin the hospital recently with a
nasty leg infection. Hope to see you back on
your feet soon, Ralph!

Condolences to Bar bara Payton and her fam-
ily on the recent deaths of her uncle and grand-
mother.

I sabel Silverman wasin the hospital thisweek
after having suffered amild heart attack. At press
time for Seepletalk, shewas ill in ICU. Debbie
reports that cards can be sent to Isabel’s home
address, and the family will deliver them to her.
Best wishes to Isabel on a speedy recovery.

Condolences to Deedra Ankrom and her fam-
ily on the Sept. 8 death of her father.

7:00pm  UU Christian Fellowship, library
25 Saturday
4:00pm  Women’s Alliance Tea, library/parlor

4:00pm  JR High OWL 1st session-sleepover at
T

26 Sunday

10:55am Celebration of Life - Bob Sexton,
Center for Educational Excellence

12:15pm Informational Mtg: UU101, library

12:15pm Flute Choir rehearsal, choir room

5:00pm  (or earlier) Pig Roast-Taylor/Miller

compound

28 Tuesday

6:30pm  SMART Curriculum Team, library

6:30pm RE Comm, Open CR

29 Wednesday

Chalice Night

¢,
A Sincere “Thanks” fromH& G
from JoeKremer and Pete Webber

Your House and Grounds Committee has re-
paired the sanctuary chairsto match the 50 spiffy
new chairs that we enjoyed at the Sept. 12 ser-
vice. Thanks to Ken Shepherd, Jerry Smith,
and David Tingley for their help at the “Chair
Repair” work party on Aug.7 and to Dianne
Jenkins, Joe Hodge, Anne Sparks, and new-
comer Jeff Gilmore for helping complete the
chair work on Clean Up Sunday.

The H & G Committee also expresses
thanks to Richard Rink, who as an adjunct
member keeps up with pruning our shrubs and
to John Durham for taking care of so many
things that make like easier for the committee
members.

Next Seepletalk deadline: Friday, September 24 @ 12 noon (covers Oct. 3 - 16) 9
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Celebrations of Life
Sunday services begin at 10:55 a.m.

September 19 Discernment. Rev. Norm Stewart, Worship Associate Emil Roy. Discernment...what's it all
about? As acongregation we have agreed to walk afairly specific path together for the coming year. The foundation for that
journey was laid over the summer. Today’s Celebration of Lifewill be theintroduction of that process of engagement in the
wider church community.

September 26 Renewing our Bonds: Parents, Schools and Communities. Dr. Robert Sexton, Worship Asso-
ciatesNorm Stewart & Carol Edelen. Our UU commitment to afree and responsible search for truth and meaning implies
the need for quality lifelong learning. Dr. Sexton has been the Executive Director of the Prichard Committee for Academic
Excellence sinceits beginning in 1980. The Prichard Committee works together with schoals, parents, and communitiesto
improvethe educational foundation for all children.

October 3 Then... and Now... and Now Again. Rev. Norm Stewart, Worship Associate Linda Berry. For
most of usour previous experience(s) of organized religion significantly impact and will continue to impact both our current
and future spiritual life. Thisis even true for most people who had no direct religious connections or influences in their
families of origin. Today we will explore some of the ways these experiences have shaped our current religiouslife.



