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www.firstulou.org 
809 S. 4th Street 
Louisville, KY 40203 
Phone: 502.585.5110 
Phone: 502.589.6028 
Fax: 502.587.8446 
Office Hours 9-3, M-F 

Rev. Alma Crawford, Interim Minister - minister@firstulou.org 
Carol Uebelhoer, Interim Director of Religious Education -  
 dre@firstulou.org, cuebel56@yahoo.com 
Brian Daly, President - Board of Trustees - president@firstulou.org 
Betty Vernon, Office Manager - office@firstulou.org; betty@firstulou.org 
Rebecca Dimon, Membership Development Director -  
 Memberdevdir@firstulou.org 
William Plummer, Music Director - music@firstulou.org 
Phillip Morgan, Instrumentalist ~ Earl Reynolds, Building Supervisor 
Rev. Robert Reed & Rev. Richard Beal, Ministers Emeriti 
Anne Miller, DRE Emerita 

Wreath-making workshop 
Sunday, December 7, 2008 

12:30 to 3:00 pm 
Find the joy of the season by creating  
a wonderful wreath or table decoration 

from a large variety of fresh holiday greens, 
cones, berries, and dried materials. 

$15 includes wreath form. 
Be sure to bring clippers and gloves. 

Questions? Contact Carol Findling, 502-895-1973  

Love is the spirit of this church... 

Third Annual Yuletide Fair—Saturday, December 13 

We are pleased to announce our 3rd Annual First Unitarian Yuletide 
Fair! Our event targets customers who want one-of-a-kind handcrafted 
items and fine gifts at affordable prices.  
What: 3rd Annual Yuletide Fare 

Selling gifts hand crafted by local artists and 
foods to help raise money for the church! 
There will be a gourmet lunch available from 
11 to 2pm. 

Where: First Unitarian Church Sanctuary 
When: December 13th -10-4pm 
Contact: Rita Sasse (502) 552-1658, Yuletide Fair Event Coordinator 
or contact the church at phone: 502-585-5110, WWW.FIRSTULOU.ORG  
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  For me, December is a season of 
holy hospitality – a time when gatherings large and 
small are infused with wonder and joy.  This year, I 
will be honored to lead First Unitarian Church's 
annual Christmas Eve Vespers, when our choir will 
present Vivaldi's amazing musical setting of the 
Magnificat – young Mary's song of amazement at 
her own participation in history. 
 Your long-standing celebration of the 
African American holiday Kwanzaa (celebrated on 
Sunday December 7 – earlier than is traditional) will 
allow First Unitarian Church to again welcome the 
River City Drum Corps.  And from the pulpit, I will 
share with you what Kwanzaa has meant to me over 
the years as an African American child, youth and 
now adult.  This year's Kwanzaa will be unique and 
special as the church and I engage in mutual 
hospitality to this tradition of African healing and 
empowerment. 

 The Yuletide Fare brings us all together yet 
again, along with others from the larger community, 
where just as we generated needed resources during 
last month's auction, once again we will have a great 
time while strengthening the finances of the church 
during this difficult year. 
 Even as these rich traditions of First 
Unitarian Church are repeated anew during this 
season, holy hospitality challenges us to keep 
pushing beyond our immediate circles of friends and 
acquaintances.  Try to speak to and get to know 
someone at church whom you do not know as well 
as others.  Perhaps the warmth of our togetherness 
might make our guests at Vespers check out our 
other worship experiences throughout the year. 
 And as a New Year beckons, may our 
church and our hearts be prepared to welcome new 
members, new friends, and a new Minister! 
With admiration and love—Alma 

Loving Connections:  A Message from Your Interim Minister 
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STEEPLETALK 
Published every month by 

First Unitarian Church of Louisville 
809 South 4th Street,  
Louisville, KY 40203 
Editor: Doug Taylor 

Next deadline: December 21, 12:00 pm 
(Covers the month of January) 

Contact us: editor@firstulou.org 

Love is the spirit of this church... 

Interweave "Interweave Continental is a membership organization actively 
working toward ending oppression based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity, recognizing that we will not be free until all oppression is a thing of the 
past." 
• Business Meeting / Yuletide Fair Support. Tuesday, Dec 2, 6:30. Bring your 

own dinner to enjoy while contributing to Interweave's plans for future 
programming. After the business, pitch in with Yuletide Fair preparation.  

• Jealousy. Monday, Dec 8, 6:30-8:30pm – Jealousy is as old as humankind, as 
we see in the Biblical stories of the Prodigal Son and his brother; Sarah and 
Hagar; Cain and Abel; and many others. Examine the various roots of 
jealousy in relationships today as well as Biblical stories. Explore possible 
ways of managing jealousy, whether a relationship is polyamorous, 
monogamous, or some other type of relationship. Diverse viewpoints are 
welcome. Contact Jasmine Walston, jasminegld@aol.com or 944-7517, to 
request a topic. Co-sponsored meeting.  

For more information or questions about Interweave, please contact  
Michael Ben-Avraham at kailoa@insightbb.com or 587-1561. 

Service Auction Report The 2008 Service 
Auction was a tremendous success, bringing in $11,000 to 
benefit the church's many programs and services. A record 
number of people attended. The sanctuary was full, the mood 
was merry, the bids were flowing, and the result was fun ... 
and funds.  
 Congratulations to Fran Fargen, who won $50 in our 
half-pot raffle; and to Jozi Uebelhoer, who took home the 
$100 bill! 
 Heartfelt thanks to those who came, those who 
donated, those who bid, and those who helped. In particular, 
thanks to John Findling for auctioneering and managing 

absentee bids; Jill Sampson for preparing the wonderful 
dinner, Rita Sasse for helping set up and close out the silent 
auction; Julie Hiipakka for jumping in to help with setup; 
Jason Klueber for calmly stepping in to handle a computer 
problem; Geneva Fry for helping close the silent auction; 
Anne Miller for helping with setup, and managing the 
bidding numbers and raffle; Chloe Taylor for helping record 
bids during the auction and keeping her mom calm; and 
Doug Taylor for auctioneering, picking up donations, and in 
general providing an atmosphere of love and support. 
It was a great day for the church.  
Thanks again to everyone!--Tiffany Taylor 

First Unitarian Trivia: 
Do you know how high the 1937 
flood was in our church? 
 
Thanks to the House and Grounds 
Committee, you can see a flood-line 
marker in the Social Hall. 
Check it out! 
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Church Library  Gather at 9:30am Program until 10:45am 
      Please join the Sunday Morning Adult Round Table at 9:30am each Sunday for 
programs on a variety of topics. Youth are invited to participate.  
     For more information or to suggest a program, contact Carol Uebelhoer at  
585-5110 or Jasmine Walston at jasminegld@aol.com.  
For information about child care, contact Rebecca Dimon at 585-5110. 
• December 7 “The truth about Santa.” "The story remains the same while we are 

constantly changing.” UU World Article, Winter 2006, www.uuworld.org. 
• December 14 “Ebenezer Scrooge's conversion.” “Charles Dickens's novels reflect 

the central ideas of 19th-century Unitarianism.” UU World Article, Winter 2005, 
www.uuworld.org. 

• December 21 Mithra of Persia. Born on December 25. Adoring Magi offering 
gifts. Referred to as "the good shepherd,” “redeemer,” “savior,” “Messiah." 
Resurrected on Easter. What is the rest of Mithra’s story?  

• December 28 “Taming the resolution bully.” “My resolutions are not cheerful 
things. They bark at me like Jack Nicholson in A Few Good Men.” UU World 
Article, 1-02-2006, www.uuworld.org.  

Sunday Morning Adult Round Table– Please Join Us! 

 As I sit in my office after an intergenerational 
Celebration of Life, I am reminded of something that 
makes this place incredibly important for me and my family 
-- the young people. I can hear some of them laughing; 
there is some singing and much good natured teasing. 
Through it all though, I hear the gentle, patient voices of 
the youth advisors. 
 During the Celebration of Life this morning, there 
were some squirmy young people in the row ahead of me. 
They went to the front of the sanctuary for the message 
and participated enthusiastically and wisely answered the 
question that the minister asked about money. I am always 
amazed at the wisdom of our children and youth. 
 At this time of Thanksgiving, let us think, 
“Children and Youth Rock!”  
 We couldn’t have the Middle and High School 
youth groups without these amazing and dedicated Youth 
Advisors. Almost every week, the youth are involved in 
some community justice work. From the AIDS Walk to 
wrapping packages for the homeless at Cathedral of the 
Assumption, these youth are not only involved in this 
work, but they see adults who care about them modeling 
this work for them. 
 At this time of Thanksgiving, let us think, “Youth 
Advisors Rock!” 
 Then there are the RE teachers -- adults from this 
congregation who give up the Celebration of Life almost 
every Sunday to be Religious Educators. Many of these 
teachers do not even have youth who are in the program 
any more, but they understand the importance of giving 
some of themselves to the young people of this 

community. As valuable to this church as big money 
donations, this gift of time and talent helps to sustain this 
liberal religious movement. 
 At this time of Thanksgiving, let us think, “RE 
teachers Rock!” 
 Now, I think about the parents of the children and 
youth in the RE program. They are the ones who bring the 
lunches for youth group, chaperone the overnights, dance 
at the dances and listen to the music the young folks 
rehearse for the RE Holiday service. These are the folks 
who listen, swallow, take a deep breath and plunge into 
discussions that were generated by an Our Whole Lives 
session. These folks help to prepare their children for visits 
to other churches in support of the RE curriculum. 
 At this time of Thanksgiving, let us think, “Parents 
Rock!” 
 In this congregation there are many people who 
don’t have children in their daily lives, yet I see their faces 
light up when the children are in the service. They 
volunteer to staff the preschool room during 
intergenerational services. I have seen them lovingly correct 
a young person’s behavior and send them off to their 
parents. I have seen them working hard on the Board of 
Trustees to craft a Child and Youth Protection Policy to 
keep both the young people and the adults who work with 
them safe. 
 At this time of Thanksgiving, let us think, “This 
whole congregation Rocks! 
���������	
	���	��� Interim Director of Religious Education 
Contact me at 585-5110, press 2 and leave a message or e-
mail me at cuebel56@yahoo.com.  

Religious Education News 
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Next Steepletalk Deadline: Sunday, December 21 @ 12:00 pm (Covers the month of January) 

RE Dates & Notes: 
*December 7 & 14 -- M.S. Youth 
Group will be collecting toiletries 
for The Help Ministry. 
*RE will be collecting stocking 
stuffers for Central State. These 
stocking stuffers can be things like 
globes, slippers, hats or scarves. 
*H.S. Youth Group will be going 
to St. Agnes to wrap gifts for the 
homeless. 
*M.S. Youth Group will be waiting 
table at the Yuletide Fair and they 
hope to see you there too. 
*December 14 is the RE Holiday 
Celebration of Life. The theme 
this year is “Followers and 
Leaders.” 



Just Among Ourselves... 
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Love is the spirit of this church... 

Ushers needed for Celebration of Life: 
3 Ushers are needed. Please contact Kathy Thackeray if you are 
interested: email margituu@yahoo.com or call 454-7631. 

In Sympathy: Pat Allison's mother recently passed 
away. We send our condolences to Pat and her family. 

Members Announce- 
Celtic Christmas Concert: Saturday, Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m. at 
First Unitarian. The concert features Guilderoy Byrne (Tiffany 
Taylor's band); My Darling Asleep; and youth trio Nora (Grossman), 
Ben (Scruton), and Eli. Tickets are $12/$6 student in advance, or $14/
$7 at the door. Last year the concert sold out and the church was 
packed! Buy your tickets now at www.guilderoybyrne.com or call 
Tiffany at 812-987-7965. 

Holiday Open House-All church members and friends are 
invited to join Doug, Tiffany, Chloe, and Will Taylor and Anne Miller 
for their annual Holiday Open House on Sunday, Dec. 21 from 1:00 - 
6:00 p.m. Homemade cookies, warm cider, and friendly conversation 
await. 1001 Oakland Drive, New Albany; for directions, call 949-0411. 

"Forget the Year" party- Church members are invited to 
the Eickmanns' & Atwood's annual Bonenkai (Forget the Year Party) 
on Sunday, December 28 beginning at 5 and running until 8:30. This 
year we will have three Christmas tree candle lightings, one at 5:30, 
one at 6:30 and one at 7:30.  
Philip Morgan (whose services were purchased after some spirited 
bidding at the church auction) will be singing Christmas carols for us 
at each lighting. 
We are located at 1742 Millerwood Drive off Charlestown Road in 
New Albany. Call 944-9784 or e-mail katuwe@aol.com for more 
information. 

Money Talk$ The audit is underway!  Hurray!  Three auditors from King & Company began combing through 
First U’s records on November 18.  Before starting, they asked for a whole list of supporting documents, and Betty Vernon 
succeeded in finding almost everything they wanted.  One particularly difficult item was our last audit.  But Kathy Kremer 
located it in the archives, and guess what!  It is twenty years old.  That’s right—the last audit was done in 1988.  That should 
answer the question of whether we really needed an audit.  We did.  We are really looking forward to receiving the auditors’ 
final report in January 2009. 
 In other news, close to 100% of the errors in quarterly statements that were brought to my attention (and there were 
many) have been fixed.  They do not seem to be recurring, so I am hopeful that the statements you receive in January will be 
correct.  If you noticed a problem and didn’t tell me about it, it’s not too late.  Please let me know so I can get it fixed before 
the annual statements go out.  Thanks for all of your assistance and patience in getting these pledge statements corrected! 
-
���		������������	����	��

UU Christian Fellowship will be holding it's 
monthly December meeting on Monday, December 15th in the 
library of the church. A discussion of the Book of Luke will 
continue led by our interim minister Alma Crawford. To 
prepare please read Luke Chapters 4-24. The UU Christian 
Fellowship meetings are open to anyone who is interested: 
seekers, doubters, skeptics, critical thinkers, former Christians, 
current Christians, questioning Christians, Christian-curious, 
believers, agnostics, atheists, and followers of other faith 
traditions. For questions call Geneva Fry at 948-1367. 

Women’s Alliance Holiday Activities 
As you prepare for the Holidays, taking decorations and 
other holiday items out of their storage space and you 
notice yourself saying " I am just not into these 
decorations any more... maybe I should give this or that 
away". The Women's Alliance has a great place for your 
gently used holiday items that you don't wish to display in 
your home anymore - bring them to Church, to the 
Holiday Drop Box in the Social Hall by the windows. The 
Women's Alliance will have a table at the Yuletide Fare to 
sell your gently used Holiday items for use in another 
home! Thank you. 
 All women of First Unitarian are invited to 
participate in the Women's Alliance Angel Tree Project. 
As you are well aware, these are hard times. The Salvation 
Army reports that there is a record number of applications 
this year for the Angel Tree program. The Women's 
Alliance will sponsor 2 children - a child in Kentucky and 
a child in Indiana. The plan is to meet at Target near 
Bashford Manor (off Bardstown Road) at 10:30 am on 
Saturday, December 6, 2008. We will shop there and then 
if you wish we will have lunch together at the Asian Buffet 
which is next door to Target. Contribute only what you 
feel comfortable with (there is no set amount). If you 
would like to participate please let Kathy Thackeray know. 
Contact her at email womensalliance@firstulou.org or call 
454-7631. 

Great News about the Church Photo 
Directory!!  The Photo Directory Team will be taking 
photos during December. If you haven't yet had your 
family and individual photos taken, you will need to 
schedule an appointment with Kathy Thackeray or Bob 
Reed. Photos will be taken on Sundays from 10-10:45 and 
after the Celebration of Life from 12-12:30. If you need to 
schedule another time and day, please contact Holly 
Hogue (502 454-4967 or holly@intent.net). 
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Monday, December 1 
7:15pm RE Committee 
Tuesday, December 2 
Wednesday, December 3 
5:30pm Chalice Night 
Thursday, December 4 
5:30pm Stewardship 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 5 
7:00pm Drum Circle 
Saturday, December 6 
Prep-Yuletide Fair 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 7 
9:30am SMART 
9:45am YAC 
10:55am Celebration of Life & 
Children’s Religious Education 
12:30-3:00pm Wreath Making 
Monday, December 8 
6:30pm Interweave 
Tuesday, December 9 
6:00pm Board of Trustees 
Wednesday, December 10 
5:30pm Chalice Night 
6:00pm CUUPS Chalice Night 
Program 
Thursday, December 11 
5:30pm Personnel Committee 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday, December 13 
10:00 Yuletide Fair 

Sunday, December 14 
9:30am SMART 
10:55am Celebration of Life & 
Children’s Religious Education 
12:15pm Young Adult Group 
5:30pm CUUPS 
Monday, December 15 
11:00am Brownbaggers 
6:00pm UU Christian Fellowship 
Tuesday, December 16 
6:15pm Ministry Council 
Wednesday, December 17 
5:30pm Chalice Night 
Thursday, December 18 
6:00pm Membership Committee 
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Friday, December 19 
Saturday, December 20 

Sunday, December 21 
9:30am SMART 
10:55am Celebration of Life & 
Children’s Religious Education 
12:00pm Steepletalk Deadline 
12:15pm Young Adult Group 
Monday, December 22 
Tuesday, December 23 
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm Finance Council 
Wednesday, December 24 

4:30pm Vespers 
Thursday, December 25 
Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 27 
Sunday, December 28 
9:30am SMART 
10:55am Celebration of Life & 

Calendar 

Brownbaggers Monday, December 15 
Arrival time:11:30 Program: 12:00 Church Library 
Suzanne Meeks is speak to the group about the recent 
unwanted publicity the Education Department of the 
University of Louisville experienced in respect to misuse 
of grant money. She had some inside experience in this 
matter.  She had early suspicions that something was 
awry in this matter. Bring a brown bag and a smile. 

Search Committee News—Timeline reminder: 
We will be looking over the ministerial records for interested 
candidates during December. In January and February, we will 
be interviewing and visiting neutral pulpits to hear our 
candidates preach. March, we will be narrowing our field to 
select the best minister for our church at this time. 
 Church members responding to the small group 
meetings held earlier this Fall, told us the following in response 
to this question: If you don’t come for “supernatural” spiritual 
reasons, why do you come?  
• Come for discipline of spiritual community – finds the 

divine in the connections with other people 
• Come to celebrate and share community and family 

milestones – beginnings and endings 
• Come strictly for the aesthetics – art, music, poetry 
• Come for ritual meals and services – calendar milestones 
There were people who come because this is an extended safety 
zone that they can explore and learn things about themselves. 
• Exposure to different spiritual paths 
• Explore interfaith philosophies 
• Makes you look at something differently or work on 

something you have been wrestling with 
• Help understand what your own religious and spiritual 

needs are 
There were people who come strictly because they want their 
children to come – more setting a good example. 
• Sunday Religious Education/Youth Group – considered 
youth programs very strong 
• Our Whole Lives (OWL) program 
• Coming of Age program  - Doug Taylor  

Next Steepletalk Deadline: Sunday, December 21 @ 12:00 pm (Covers the month of January) 

Solar Array Project will make clean, 
renewable energy from recycled 
material. In January, on a date soon to be 
announced, there will be the first of two collections of 
precious and less-than-precious metals to sell as scrap 
for the funding of a solar array on the church roof. 
Aluminum, brass, copper, gold, silver, and platinum will 
be collected at church.  
 That rickety metal ladder, those lawn chairs that 
you're never going to re-web, that broken jewelry that is 
not worth fixing, those old plumbing fixtures, that 
license plate collection, that Airstream RV you haven't 
used for years, that old snow shovel will all be put to 
good use.  
 We now have a trash can in the courtyard for 
your rinsed out aluminum cans. The Solar Array Project 
has already raised $1200 in donations to get us started. 
Please help us produce our own clean renewable energy. 
See Joe Kremer (445-3607), Fran Fargen, or Greg Gapsis 
with questions.  



Sunday Services begin at 10:55 a.m. 

Celebrations of Life 

809 South Fourth Street 
Louisville, KY 40203-2115 

F i rs t  Uni ta r ian Church   

Phone: 502.585.5110 
Phone: 502.589.6028 
Fax: 502.587.8446 

Return Service Requested 

December 7 Annual Celebration of Kwanzaa 
Rev. Crawford and the River City Drum Corps lead us in a celebration of 
African American cultural values such as faith, cooperative economics, and 
purpose in all their universal power. 

December 14 Annual Religious Education Holiday Celebration of Life 
Carol Uebelhoer Intergenerational  

December 21 Hanukkah and Solstice: Announcements of Light 
At the time of longest nights, we have two religious celebrations of the 
interruption of darkness with persistent, astonishing light.  Rev. Crawford 
will explore the significance of light as a symbol in Jewish and pagan 
traditions, as well as among oppressed communities around the world.  

December 28 Topic To Be Announced 
Service by John Wiggins 
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Did you know you can read 
Steepletalk on-line?  You 
can access it from the church 
website at www.firstulou.org. 
Check it out! 

Vespers Service 
• December 24  
• Preludes 4:30pm 
• Service 5:00pm 

Poinsettias to help 
decorate for our Vespers Service. 
Pick up a form at the volunteer 
desk to place your order. 
Question please call Barbara 
Coles at 502-930-5781.  

Cookies 
Please remember to bring some 
cookies for the reception 
following Vespers. 


