FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH

STEEPLETALK

First Unitarian Church

A Member Congregation of the

Volume 15 Number 4 Unitarian Universalist Association April 2009
www.firstulou.org Rev. Alma Crawford, Interim Minister - minister@firstulou.org
809 S. 4th Street Carol Uebelhoer, Interim Director of Religious Education -
Louisville. KY 40203 dre@firstulou.org, cuebel56@yahoo.com

, Brian Daly, President - Board of Trustees - president@firstulou.org
Phone: 502.585.5110 Betty Vernon, Office Manager - office@firstulou.org; betty@firstulou.org
Phone: 502.589.6028 Rebecca Dimon, Membership Development Director -

Fax: 502.587.8446 Memberdevdir@firstulou.org
Office Hours 9-3, M-F  william Plummer, Music Director - music@firstulou.org
Phillip Morgan, Instrumentalist ~ Earl Reynolds, Building Supervisor

Rev. Robert Reed & Rev. Richard Beal, Ministers Emeriti

Anne Miller, DRE Emerita
[ ]

Search Committee Recommends the Rev. Dawn Cooley

So, we've made our selection and announced the news to the congregation. What'’s
left for us to do, you ask? Now we come to the fun part, when we can drop the
confidentiality and tell you what we're doing. Our big project now is Candidating Week,
Sunday April 19th through Sunday April 26th.

Who is the candidate? The Search Committee has unanimously selected the
Reverend Dawn Cooley our choice to be the next minister of First Unitarian. She will be
referred to as “the candidate” until the congregation calls her to be the minister. You can
see her website at: http://webuus.com/dawn/bio.shtml

What does it mean, “call the minister”? The Search Committee has worked
long and hard to select our candidate, but the congregation has the final say. At the
congregational meeting on April 26th, the congregation votes to affirm the Search
Committee’s choice. With an overwhelming yes vote, Rev. Cooley will know that the
congregation has truly “called” her to be our minister.

What is “Candidating Week”, anyway? It's when you'll get to know Rev. Cooley
up close and personal, and she gets to know the people who make our church so special.
We've told her a great deal about our congregation, but this is a time of mutual discovery, a
time to get to know the real people. She’ll be in the pulpit on
both Sundays, attend meetings, and participate in informal Check out the Candidating
receptions and gatherings where you’ll have time to get to Week schedule on page 2!
know her and she’ll have time to hear your ideas and
concerns. Her husband and children will be here for at least
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Candidating Week Information

We are pleased to announce the Search
Committee is unanimously recommending the Rev.
Dawn Cooley for your consideration as your new
minister. She will be visiting us from April 17th - April
26th.

All members and friends of First
Unitarian are invited to attend the following events to
get to know our candidate better:

» Celebrations of Life on Sunday, April 19,
« Chalice Night session,

« RE Spring Fling,

« Sunday Morning Adult Round Table, and
» Celebration of Life on Sunday, April 26

Committees, task teams, interest

groups, and staff have some additional
opportunities to interact and get to know the
candidate. Check out the schedule at the right.

The Search Committee has worked hard to
develop a schedule that gives multiple opportunities to
members of our congregation to interact with Rev.
Cooley.

Senior High Youth Group will be serving a
delicious pancake breakfast on Easter Sunday morning,

April 12, from 10:00 - 10:45 am
in the social hall. Individuals and
families are invited to join in the
morning festivities, and enjoy
pancakes, juice, milk, bacon, and
coffee - donations accepted.

--Kathy Gapsis
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Candidating Week Schedule
Friday, April 17
Arrival
Dinner with Search Committee
Saturday, April 18
Brunch with Board of Trustees
Sunday, April 19
9:30am SMART
10:55amCelebration of Life
12:00pmCoffee Hour
1:00 pm Lunch with Youth Groups
Monday, April 20
9:00am Breakfast with Staff
12:00pmBrown Baggers
6:00pm Worship Ministry
7:00pm Mission & Outreach Ministry
Tuesday, April 21
6:00pm Dinner with
Stewardship
House & Gr
Resources Min
Finance
Personnel
Wednesday, April 22
JCC Schools Tour
All Church Chalice Night
5:30pm Dinner
6:30pm Centering Service
7:00pm Forum to meet Rev. Cooley
Thursday, April 23
Morning Real Estate Tour
5:00pm Dinner with
Interweave
Christian Fellowship
CUUP’s
Young Adults
Partner Church
Romeos
7:00pm Choir
Friday, April 24
12:00pmStaff Luncheon
5:00pm Religious Education Ministry
6:00pm All Church Pot Luck & Dance
Saturday, April 25
9:00am Brunch with Women'’s Alliance
Sunday, April 26
10:55amCelebration of Life
12:00pmCoffee Hour
Candidate Departs
1:00pm Congregational Meeting
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Religious Education News

During my time at First Unitarian Church, I have
sometimes thought how easily we could unintentionally
create two different churches; one for the adults on the first
floor and a second for the children and youth on the
second floor. The Religious Education Ministry (REM) has
worked tirelessly for years to avoid building any such
imaginary “wall” between the first floor and the second
floor of our church.

Reverend Crawford has done much to help with
the process of making sure we remain a single church with
no wall. On many Sundays, you can find her in the Open
Classroom having lunch with the Middle School and Senior
High Youth Groups. She has also taught Adult Religious
Education classes on Chalice Night and during Sunday
morning SMART (Sunday Morning Adult Round Table).
She has also been instrumental in starting the “Children’s
Sermon” time during the Celebration of Life(CoL). I
recently heard a member of the congregation who does not
have children say that the “Children’s Sermon” is her
favorite part of the service. | have also spoken with youth
who appreciate being included in the CoL on Sundays. One
young person even commented to me that it felt like “Alma
is my minister too.” | know that | have frequently been
pleasantly surprised by the comments that the young
people make during the children‘s message.

Like most of you, I have been very interested in
the candidate that the Ministerial Search Committee will
present for consideration by the congregation. | have
looked at Reverend Dawn Cooley’s website (http://
webuus.com/dawn/bio.shtml) and seen the picture of her
two beautiful children. I am excited that they will be in our
Religious Education Program if Rev. Cooley is called to
First. I think that will help to strengthen the link between
the first floor and the second floor. Reverend Cooley has
also had experience as a Young Adult Network Volunteer
Coordinator. I am hopeful that she can help us to continue
our outreach to the young adult community.

The REM is sponsoring a Spring Fling Family
Dance on April 24. The potluck dinner begins at 6:30pm
and a Contra Dance with a live band and a caller begins at
7:00pm. This will be a wonderful chance for families to
meet Rev. Cooley in a setting that’s informal and fun. It will
also be a great time to impress her with First Unitarian’s
wonderful potluck dishes.

Rev. Cooley has requested time to meet with First
Unitarian’s Youth Groups. On April 19, she will join the
youth for lunch in the Open Classroom. Many of the
Middle School Youth will be at a Youth Conference in
Kalamazoo, MI, but those who are not going and all of the
High School Youth and Advisors are invited to meet Rev.
Cooley for lunch that day.

Middle and High School Youth are planning to
attend one of Rev. Cooley’s CoL during the week she is
here. Since some of the young people are members of the
church, it is important to take the opportunity to meet with
Rev. Cooley so that you will be prepared to vote at the
Congregation Meeting that will be held after church on
April 26. At this meeting, the congregation will decide
whether to call Rev. Cooley to First Unitarian Church. It is
important that everyone know as much about Rev. Cooley
as she/he can in order to participate in this important
decision.

I am excited to see First U continuing the process
of offering fellowship, challenge and growth to all
generations and to our marvelous diversity of family
structures -- all without and walls between first and second
floors!

Carol Uebelhoer, Interim Director of Religious
Education Contact me at 585-5110, press 2 and leave a
message or e-mail me at cuebel56@yahoo.com.

Sunday Morning Adult Round Table— Please Join Us!

Church Library

Gather at 9:30am

Program until 10:45am

Please join the Sunday Morning Adult Round Table at 9:30am each Sunday for programs on a variety of topics. Youth
are invited to participate. For more information or to suggest a program, contact Carol Uebelhoer at 585-5110 or Jasmine
Walston at jasminegld@aol.com. For information about child care, contact Rebecca Dimon at 585-5110.

« April 5 Celebrating the Creative Process. Bring a favorite poem, short reading, song, or piece of art on the theme of
spring or dawn. Tell the class how it touches your spirit. Rodney Walston, facilitator.
= April 12 No Program. Please join the Easter Breakfast, sponsored by the Youth Group.

= April 19 Discussion about Adult RE with Candidate. Ministerial candidate Rev. Dawn Cooley will introduce herself,
describe her background, and discuss her thoughts on Adult Religious Education. Questions will be welcome.

= April 26 Multigenerational Improv Group. Artist in Residence, David Smith, 111. Open Classroom, second floor, at
9:45am. Dress comfortably and leave your need for control and predictability at home. Come prepared to laugh!!

Next Steepletalk Deadline: Friday, April 24 (Covers the month of April)
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Just Among Ourselves...

Our thoughts of care and healing go out to Penny
Nader and Grayson Tucker. Penny is in rehab after
multiple surgeries.

Ross Sherer passed away Tuesday, March 10. His wife,
Linda, and he have been inactive friends of the church
in recent years, but some of you may remember them
from the time during which they participated.

Carol Uebelhoer and Jo Ann Dale both had an uncle
pass away. Our deepest sympathy goes to Carol, Jo
Ann, and family.

Our hearts go out to the members and friends of St.
John's Unitarian Church in Cincinnati. In early March,
Esme Kenney, a 13-year-old member of St. John's
Unitarian Church she was abducted and murdered while
out for a jog. Our Middle School Youth Group sent a
note of sympathy to the church youth. The news link
can provide more information: http:.//www.wlwt.com/
news/18879648/detail.html

CUUPs Beltane Ritual Events

The celebration of Beltane is one of the most important
festivals of the year and The First UU CUUPS Group will
host a discussion about this Festival at Chalice night on
Wednesday April 22nd. The word Beltane literally means,
"shining fire." This is one of the most exciting festivals of the
Wheel of the year. Fertility is a central theme of Beltane. The
people lived in close connection with the Earth. To have food
to eat, the crops and the beasts of the fields would have to be
fertile. In the time of the ancients, this was a matter of life and
death.

Our Beltane Celebration will be on Sunday the 26th. As
usual, everyone is welcome for Potluck at 5:30 PM with our
Ritual Celebration at 7:00PM. In Earth based traditions, one
way to celebrate this Sabbat is by dancing the Maypole. Come
join us as we dance the Maypole and feel ourselves balancing
the Divine Female and Male within each of us. Childcare
arrangements may be made by contacting our childcare
coordinator Monica Turner a couple of weeks in advance, if
possible.

First Unitarian Seder Dinner

Why is this night different from all other nights?

What is Passover?

What is a Seder dinner?

Please join us in discovering the answers to these questions
Indiana) since 2004. The book release was officially March | - and more at the First Unitarian Church All Church Family

1 but it can now be purchased on Amazon.com. | am Seder.

having a book signing on Saturday, April 4 at Barnesand | «  Friday April 10, 2009 at 6:30pm

Noble Booksellers at 801 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy. in Vegetarian food will be available.

Louisville (40222) from 1 to 3 p.m. Please RSVP to give us an idea of how many will be there. You
For more information, go here: http:// can email Debbie Silverman at rosetree7 @yahoo.com or leave
www.historypress.net/catalogKY.php a message at the church office. 502-585-5110

Member News -Gary Falk is excited to announce the
release of Louisville Remembered published by History .
Press in Charleston, S.C. It is a compilation of the 60 or .
so articles that he has written for the Louisville Historical .
League on the urban history of Louisville (and southern

Interweave—"Interweave Continental is a
membership organization actively working toward ending

oppression based on sexual orientation and gender identity,

recognizing that we will not be free until all oppression is a

thing of the past.”

= Movie night. Tuesday, April 7, 6:30pm. Enjoy a movie
and follow-up discussion with Interweave. Popcorn
provided. Attendees are welcome to bring your own
dinner.

- Emotional Affairs. Monday, April 13 6:30-8:30pm.
Have you ever had a friendship so close that you
wondered if it “crossed the line”? Could polyamory
provide a way to honor and enjoy these friendships
while respecting and protecting one’s existing

relationship?
For more information or questions about Interweave, please

UU Christian Fellowship

UU Christian Fellowship will be holding its monthly
meeting on Monday, April 20 in the church (room to be
determined--look for us). The discussion of the Book of Luke
will continue in chapter 6, led by our interim minister Alma
Crawford.

The UU Christian Fellowship meetings are open to
anyone who is interested: seekers, doubters, skeptics, critical
thinkers, former Christians, current Christians, questioning
Christians, Christian-curious, believers, agnostics, atheists, and
followers of other faith traditions. For questions call Geneva
Fry at (812) 948-1367.

contact Jasmine Walston at jasminegld@aol.com or 944-7517.
Love is the spirit of this church...
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Calendar

Thursday, April 2
5:30pm Stewardship
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, April 5

9:30am SMART

9:45am YAC

10:55am Celebration of Life &
Children’s Religious Education
Monday, April 6

7:15pm RE Committee
Tuesday, April 7

6:00pm Owl

Wednesday, April 8

5:00pm Chalice Night
Thursday, April 9

5:30pm Personnel Committee
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday, April 10

6:30pm Seder

Saturday, April 11

9:00am House & Grounds

Sunday, April 12

10:00am Easter Breakfast
10:55am Celebration of Life &
Children’s Religious Education
12:15pm Young Adult Group
Monday, April 13

6:00pm Book Club

6:30pm Interweave

Tuesday, April 14

6:00pm Board of Trustees
Wednesday, April 15

5:00pm Chalice Night
Thursday, April 16

6:00pm Member Ministry
7:15pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday, April 17

Saturday, April 18

Check out the Candidating
Week schedule on page 2.

Sunday, April 19

9:30am SMART

10:55am Celebration of Life &
Children’s Religious Education
12:15pm Young Adult Group
Monday, April 20

11:00am Brownbaggers
6:00pm UU Christian Fellowship
6:15pm Ministry Council
Tuesday, April 21
Wednesday, April 22

5:00pm Chalice Night
Thursday, April 23

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal
Friday, April 24

Steepletalk Deadline

6:00pm Spring Fling
Saturday, April 25

9:30am Women'’s Alliance

Sunday, April 26

9:30am SMART

10:55am Celebration of Life &

Children’s Religious Education

12:00pm Congregational

Meeting

Monday, April 27

6:00pm Ministry

Tuesday, April 28

7:00pm Finance

Wednesday, April 29

5:00pm Chalice Night

Thursday, April 30

6:00pm Resources

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal

Friday, May 1

Oak’s Day

Saturday, May 2

2:00pm-until last race
Derby Party

10:00pm Women'’s Alliance

Derby Party!
Come one, come all, to the annual Church Derby Party! This fun, laid-back, family-friendly event has been a
First Unitarian tradition for many years. Enjoy great food and great company without
fighting crowds and traffic at the track!

e Saturday, May 2

e 2:00 p.m. until after the last race -- come for a little while, or stay all afternoon
e Doug and Tiffany Taylor’s: 1001 Oakland Drive, New Albany (directions: 949-

0411)

e $1 bets on all horses in all races -- pots evenly divided among winners
Please bring a pot-luck dish, $1 bills, lawn chairs, and alcoholic beverages if you want

them; soft drinks provided.

Invite your friends and family! Bring the kids! Plenty of seating, inside and out, and multiple TVs on which
to watch the races. Hope to see you!

Hearland District News: http://www.heartlanduu.org/

Check out the link for the district website.

Future Events include;

April 3-5, 2009 -District 9th Annual Meeting & Spring

Conference

April 17-19, 2009 —CONfabulation! MS Youth Conference

April 18, 2009 -"*"The Smart Church™

June 2-5, 2009 - LREDA Religious Educator Retreat
July 19-25, 2009 -MidWest Leadership School

July 19-26, 2009 - Beloit Youth Leadership School

Brownbaggers

What:

Next Steepletalk Deadline: Friday, April 24

When: Meeting April 20, 2009

Lunch at 12:00 Noon

Program at 12:20pm
Where: Church Library
Our Minister-to-be, Reverand
Dawn Cooley, will be our special guest. She has
expressed a desire to get acquainted with our group,
and, after some introductory remarks, will preside over
a question-and-answer session.

Come, and give her a hearty welcome!!
Bring a brown bag and a smile.




Page 6

STEEPLETALK

OUTREACH MINISTRY TASK TEAMS
Help Wanted!

The Outreach Ministry’s charge includes
administering a social responsibility focus each year, assisting
local social service/justice groups, and works with the
minister to keep first Unitarian an active presence in the
community. Poverty, homelessness, and hunger received the
most votes from our survey last fall. To fulfill that focus,
Outreach has rejuvenated our relationships with the Help
Office and the Women in Transition. There are important
ways we can help those organizations but we need some task
teams to do so.

Help Ministries Task Team

The Help Ministries of Central Louisville works to
prevent homelessness by providing emergency assistance
(rental and LG&E assistance, food vouchers, medication,
etc.) for downtown residents in the First Unitarian Church
neighborhood. The HELP Office was originally created by
several downtown churches, including First Unitarian and
was housed at First Unitarian until the church burned.

The Help Ministries is funded by Metro Government
and area churches. As customary, First Unitarian allocated
$2000 for the Help Ministries this year. Gary Drehmel has
agreed to be a representative to the Help Ministries Board of
Directors.

The Help Ministries new director Sharon Eckler has
rejuvenated its services in order to better serve the
community, she has asked for volunteers for the following:

- To serve on committees

- Offer professional services including marketing.

- Work with clients from 9:30 to 11:30 am on a weekday

« Do filing, data entry, and answer the phone

= Work on special projects

= Create a wall hanging representing the contributing
churches.

If you would like to volunteer for any of these very important

service activities, please volunteer on Sunday morning in the

Social Hall after church or by emailing

ben.luoma@gmail.com.

Women in Transition Task Team

Women in Transition (WIT) is a grassroots
organization run by and for poor people, working to create a
world in which everyone’s economic human rights are
provided. WIT works to make change using several
strategies- direct action, advocacy, and public education and
awareness. This year, WIT members have identified its main
issues as Dismantling Classism, Claiming Our Rights and
Reclaiming Our Children, and Housing as a Human Right.
The Outreach Ministry has applied for a UU Women's
Federation grant to help WIT create and publish a book
about members’ experiences and to provide the materials for
action packets for members who are working on protecting
the rights of families.

In July, WIT is hosting a conference for the Poor
People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign, which is
committed to uniting the poor across color lines as the
leadership base for a broad movement to abolish poverty.
WIT has asked First Unitarian Church to help house
and feed the participants for the three nights in July. A
task team would asked to begin:
Developing a plan to provide a meal or meals.
Assessing the feasibility of providing sleeping space in
the church for an appropriate number of people.
Presenting the food and housing plans to the First U
Board for approval.

= Soliciting and organizing First U volunteers to help.

Implementing the plans.

If you would like to help First Unitarian Church live its
mission of helping others who are trying to help themselves,
please volunteer for this Task Team by signing up in the
Social Hall after services or by emailing Michelle at
churchmg@yahoo.com.

The Green Team Environment and sustainability was
the second most favored issue. The Green Team, a task team
focused on environmental issues and sustainability, would
support the environmental leadership that has been
demonstrated by the Youth Groups and the Resources
Ministry as well as coordinating any additional activities that
they believe First U will support.

If you would like to be involved, please sign up in the
Social Hall after church on Sunday or email
ben.luoma@gmail.com.

Partner Church Visitors Task Team

The Outreach Ministry is also responsible for
coordinating our Partner Church activities. We are fortunate
to have this year’s Balazc Scholar, a young minister from
Transylvania who is studying at the Star King UU seminary at
Berkeley, CA coming to spend a week in Kentucky from June
11 to 18, 2009.

We urgently need a task team to make preparations
for their visit, so it will be a joyous occasion for all. Examples
of the work of the task team are
= Providing lodging while they are here
« Collecting funds to pay for their airfare and misc

expenses such as admission fees.
Arranging events and meetings while they are here.

» Coordinating with the UU Church of Lexington, Th.
Jefferson UU Church, and Clifton UU Church
Hosting meals
Providing cultural/environmental excursions

If you can help in any way with these plans, please
sign up in the Social Hall after Sunday services or email
beverlydm@aol.com. Thanks to everyone for their support of
the social justice/action activities at First Unitarian.

-The Outreach Ministry

Love is the spirit of this church...
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Board Biz-

The Board worked overtime last month and met
TWICE, first on March 10th (for regular business) and then
on March 23rd (to work on the 2009-2010 budget). Much of
the first meeting consisted of a tantalizing report from Doug
Taylor and Rick Hogue on negotiations with the top
candidate selected by the Ministerial Search Committee. The
report was tantalizing because, as of March 10th, no one
outside the Search Committee knew even the name of the
candidate. (Of course, we all know now that she is the Rev.
Dawn Cooley, and that Rick Hogue succeeded in negotiating
an acceptable contract with her. All that remains is for the
congregation to meet her, and for Rev. Cooley and the
congregation to decide if we have a match.)

In that first meeting, the Board worked out the
details of the Letter of Call and Ministry Agreement,
discussed the audit report (see Money Talk$ for more details
on that), heard a report on the PowerChurch training with
Books in Order, and decided by consensus to work with
Books in Order for our accounting, starting in April. 1t also

decided to resolve the current financial shortfall by
transferring $10,000 from capital assets, leaving about $6,800
still to be transferred (according to the budgeted transfer of
$58,824 for the 2008-2009 church year). All of this, plus the
DRE’s report and brief reports from Stewardship, Personnel,
and Ministry made for a very full evening.

So the second session was devoted to a line-by-line
review of the 2009-2010 proposed budget. There is still work
to be done on it before it is presented to the congregation
and voted on at a Congregational Meeting on May 31, 2009
(right after the Celebration of Life). Still, it was clear that we
needed to trim and perhaps, in some areas, prune quite
drastically. Every proposed omission had negatives to it, and
the group discussed them all vigorously. Brian Daly took all
suggestions back to the drawing table, where he will
incorporate additional suggestions from the various ministries
and other groups, coming up with a new and improved
version of the 2009-2010 budget for the Board to discuss in
April. Stay tuned!

Maureen Taylor - For the Board of Trustees

More Board Biz-

Arbor Day Strikes Again! Join us immediately after
the Celebration of Life on April 19 when we plant a new
Dogwood tree at the Church. Help us as we replenish our
landscape and renew our green commitment.

New Non-Profit for First U. The Board of
Trustees recently established a private 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation to support the mission of our church. The
Kentuckiana Center for Transformative Action (KCTA)
provides a vehicle for grants and research to assist social
justice and action, education, environmental stewardship and
related events. We are seeking a core of volunteers willing to
serve on its five member Board and its various projects (in
coordination with Ministry projects). To serve, you must be

an active member or friend of First Unitarian and have a
commitment to transforming our community and region. An
information session is planned for April.

If you are willing to assist with this new entity, please
contact us at president@firstulou.org or by leaving a message
in the Board mailbox. KCTA Board members will be elected
at the annual Congregational meeting on Sunday, May 31st.
Board members must be Church members.

Church Budget Discussion — The budget is under
construction for 2009-2010 and we need your input. Three
discussions are scheduled: Wednesday April 29, May 6 at 6:00
pm and Sunday May 17 at 9:30 am. We will be acting on the
budget at our annual meeting on Sunday May 31.

Brian Daly—For the Board of Trustees

Partner Church has invited the Balazs Scholar to First Unitarian

A Balazs Scholar is a program that bringsa Unitarian Transylvanian Minister to study at Starr King School each year (since
1994). The program is named for Francis Balazs, a young Transylvanian Unitarian minister who graduated from seminary in
Kolozsvar, then studied at Oxford and at Starr King School. After traveling the world he returned to Transylvania and
became the minister in the village of Meszko, the Alabaster Village, where he also wrote poetry, prose and music, mentored
seminary students, and with his wife, restored the historic Unitarian Church, ministered to the village, and brought health
programs and economic development throughout the valley. Rev. Balazs died in 1937 at the age of 36.

The current Balazs Scholar is Rev. Endre Nagy, Jr. He is a minister at the Gyergyozentmiklos fellowship and the Csikszereda
Church in the Szelyudvarhely District of Transylvania. He will visit Louisville and Lexington between June 12th and June
14th. He will be accompanied by wife Eva Patko. Those of us who attended the International UU Women's Conference did
enjoy meeting Eva there. We hope you will join the Partner Church Team to help construct a great visit for them. Rev. Nagy
will preach at First U. while he is here. Please contact Beverly Moore or Carol Findling.

Next Steepletalk Deadline: Friday, April 24
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Money Talk$ Finally—a report on the
Audit! I know you thought it would never arrive, but after a
delay for the late January ice storm, the Board finally did get
to see the results of the audit in early March. The audit
covered July 1, 2007 through June 30, 2008, and one thing is
clear: In addition to being a non-prophet organization, we are a
non-profit organization. We compared the summary pages of
this audit to the previous one, done—shockingly—in 1988.
Our net assets were just over $2 million in 1988; in mid-2008
they were just under $1.7 million. Of course, in 1988 the
current building was under construction,; it has now been in
use 20 years and has depreciated somewhat.

Two other notes from the audit might interest you:
(1) The decrease in net assets for the 2007-2008 church year
was $197,023. (2) The auditors were concerned about our
inability to document cash disbursements. They sampled 40
checks written during the audit period, and only one quarter
of these—10 checks—had documentation in the files. This
would be alarming if not for one thing: Betty Vernon has
made a huge difference to our record-keeping. A comparable
sample of recent checks (since Betty’s arrival) shows proper
documentation for all checks. Hurray for Betty!

A positive note about PowerChurch. The
Saturday session we had with Eric Herzog of Books in Order
helped to clarify a great deal about what PowerChurch
software really can do—if it is set up properly by someone
who knows the program. Starting this month, Books in
Order will handle our accounting remotely, from
Indianapolis. Think of this as “outsourcing” the task to the
Hoosier state. We expect the change to help us get more out
of our software, increase our confidence in the reports it
generates, and (in a couple of months at least) reduce our
overall costs. This should be a winner all around!

Finally, it’s not too late to pledge for 2009-2010.
We are still working out the details of what should be an
austerity budget, trying to hold the line wherever possible.
Still, we need every pledge we can get, so don’t think yours is
too small to be valuable or appreciated. Believe me, it isn't.
Rick Hogue—the “Can Man”—uwould be really delighted to
get another pledge card.

--Maureen Taylor, Treasurer

° Stewardship Update -

As of the 25t of March the pledge drive has brought in pledges
totaling $130,497. Approximately two-thirds of the congregation has turned in their pledge cards.
Our goal for this year is $200,000 leaving us with just under 70,000 to reach our goal. If you have
not given your pledge today or want to increase what you have already stated on your pledge card,
please contact Rose Stevens, Holly Hogue or Rick Hogue about your pledge.

The Stewardship Team would like to thank all of the First UU Members and Friends
who have already signed their 2009-2010 pledge cards. Many people increased their total amounts
from the previous year. We're about one-third of the way to our goal.

Solar Array Project: Update and Proposal—uioe Kremer, Chair, Solar Array Project
The reason to have a solar array on the church roof is to save energy, help reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, and

operate our church with clean, renewable energy instead coal.

Raising the funds to start such a project, however, is proving to be difficult. We have collected about $2200 so far.
It will take several times that amount to get the infrastructure in place to even make a start. When First U is granted a 501(c)
3 non-profit status, we can apply to foundations for grant money for the solar panels.

In the meantime, the funds could make a dent now in our appetite for coal. LG&E burns 4000 pounds of coal a
year just to generate the electricity we need to run our 20-year old refrigerator and freezer. New,
Energy Star-rated units can do the same job on about 950 pounds a year.

With the money left over from these purchases, we could replace less-efficient
incandescent or fluorescent lights with compact fluorescent lights (CFL) or light emitting diodes

(LED).

So, I'm asking those of you who have generously donated your money, your scrap metal
and your energy what you think of my proposal. Please feel free to contact me at either

joe_kremer_99@yahoo.com or 502-445-3607.

Love is the spirit of this church...
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From the desk of the Member

Development Director:

Just to let you know what I've been working on and
what I'm up to... Chalice Night is still going strong. Special
thanks to Carol U. for setting up the Great Decisions 8-week
discussion class and to Rev. Crawford for teaching UU Women'’s
History in March and teaching UU Heritage/History in April.
And an extra special thanks to Tiffany for always serving the best
meal in town!

The Young Adults continue to meet for lunch on the 2nd
and 3rd Sundays of the month but we may cut it back to just one
Sunday. Our numbers have dropped a bit but we are still
committed to meeting for fellowship and service.

Part of my job is to keep track of visitors and new
members. | am happy to report that in March, there were 10
lavender visitor cards turned in and 2 new members signed the
book. Next time you see Brian and Jes Deis, welcome them.
They, along with Andrea and Dorothy, have been regular
attendees since December.

February and March seemed to find a good number of
people in the hospital or at home sick for one reason or
another. Some of them I didn’t find out about until after the
person was recovered. | respect your privacy if you prefer for the
rest of the church not to know that you are ill, but please call or
email the church to let us know what we can do for you or why
we haven’t seen you for a few weeks. I will not put anything on
the listserve or make an announcement on Sunday morning
unless you tell me it is okay.

If you would like to know more about any of this
information, please feel free to call the office, send me an email
or track me down on a Sunday or Wednesday night — | tend to
hang out at the Greeter’s Desk at the Library Lane entrance.

—Rebecca Dimon

Start Thinking About Your Donations for

the Bonanza Book Sale

Saturday, June 27 from ten to
four has been set aside for the Bonanza
Book Sale at First Unitarian Church.
Collection of donations for the sale will
begin in the Social Hall at designated
stations on Sunday, May 10. Look over your
collection of books, magazines, videos,
DVDs, CDs, tapes and art—we will even
accept games and jigsaw puzzles—and see what you can give to
the sale. Please do not bring us anything that is damaged, moldy
or so old as to be completely irrelevant. Reader’s Digests and
old encyclopedias are also unwanted.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer with
set-up, clean-up or working as a cashier/helper on the day of the
sale, please contact Kathy Eickmann, 944-9784 or
katuwe@aol.com.

Next Steepletalk Deadline:

Chalice Night Schedule

April 1

« Film: Little Miss Sunshine

« Liberal Sew and Sew’s

« Class: (led by Rev. Crawford) Introduction to UU
Heritage

« RE Class: Great Decisions: Energy and the Global
Economy

« Class: (led by Kent McDaniel) Nikki Giovanni: Radical
Poet

April 8

» CUUPs: Wheel of the Year

» Film: American Beauty

« Class: (led by Rev. Crawford) Introduction to UU
Heritage

» RE Class: Great Decisions: The Arctic Age

April 15

 Film: Virgin Suicides

« Class: (led by Rev. Crawford) Introduction to UU
Heritage

« RE Class: Great Decisions: Egypt: Key Ally in the
Middle East

April 22

« Candidate Week Activity: Meet the Candidate - Rev.
Cooley will introduce herself, describe her background
and talk about her call to ministry. Questions will be
welcome.

« CUUPs: Beltane: The Sacred Marriage (this may be
postponed)

April 29
« Liberal Sew and Sew’s
« RE Class; Great Decisions: Global Food Crisis

« (Watch the listserve and website for additions to the
schedule)

“Ingersoll, the Great Agnostic”
What: Humanist lecture on Robert Green Ingersoll

Who: Rev. Roger Greenley, Minister at Peoples’ Church
in Kalamazoo

Where: Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Universalist
When: 7:30pm, Monday, April 6th
Cost: $10.00

Friday, April 24
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Check it out!
|
Celebrations of Life
\ A\t / Sunday Services begin at 10:55 a.m.
NN
s 6 é April 5 Creativity and Destruction: Jewish Passover and Christian Holy
= = Week proclaim that justice, freedom and redemption are won at a
; “- great cost. Reflecting on these biblical stories, present economic
? § crisis, and our congregational transition, Rev. Crawford will
///l a1 ‘\\\\ consider the costs of transformation.

Check out the
Candidating
Week schedule
on page 2!

April 12

April 19

April 26

Easter Sunday Rev. Crawford will share insights from Unitarian
theology in Transylvania. In keeping with Transylvanian Unitarian
tradition, we will acknowledge the Easter holiday with a
communion service (open and optional for all!).

Sharing Our Stories - The act of sharing our stories - either as
narrator or as listener - can be a sacred act that brings us together.
What are some of the hurdles to connecting in this way, and how
do we get around them? Ministerial Candidate Rev. Dawn Cooley
will lead.

Bridge Building Bridge building is a team endeavor that takes
communication and trust. What sort of bridge is First Unitarian
building, and where might it be heading? Ministerial Candidate Rev.
Dawn Cooley will present this service.




